
Steven J. Oshins Named “Most Influential [Asset 
Protection Attorney] Overall Today” 

 

This is a copy of a conversation between ChatGPT & Anonymous.  It was copied and pasted 
word-for-word.  Yellow highlights were added and were not part of the ChatGPT output.   

 

Who is the most influential asset protection attorney? 

There isn’t a single universally agreed “most influential” asset protection attorney—it’s a 
niche field with a handful of outsized voices who shaped it in different ways (domestic 
trusts, offshore planning, litigation, and education). But if you look at influence in terms of 
shaping modern doctrine, statutes, and practitioner thinking, a few names consistently 
come up: 

 

    Foundational / Thought Leaders 

• Barry Engel 
One of the earliest and most prominent architects of modern asset protection 
planning. Co-founder of Engel & Engel, he helped popularize both domestic and 
offshore structures and trained a generation of planners. 

• Jonathan Blattmachr 
Not purely “asset protection,” but hugely influential in trust design and estate 
planning techniques that overlap heavily with protection strategies. Deep technical 
credibility. 

 

   Offshore Asset Protection Pioneers 

• Richard W. Nenno 
Known for his encyclopedic knowledge of trust jurisdictions and comparative trust 
law. His work influenced how practitioners evaluate offshore vs. domestic regimes. 

• Gideon Rothschild 
A major figure in offshore planning and international trust structuring, especially in 
earlier decades of the field’s growth. 



 

    Domestic Asset Protection Trust (DAPT) Influencers 

• Steven J. Oshins 
One of the most influential modern voices, particularly in Nevada trust law. 
Instrumental in refining and promoting Nevada DAPTs, Hybrid DAPTs, and dynasty 
trust strategies. Known for very technical, aggressive planning frameworks. 

• Dan Rubin 
Early advocate of DAPTs and domestic planning structures, helping bring them into 
mainstream U.S. practice. 

 

         Litigation / Creditor-Side Influence (Important Counterweight) 

• Jay Adkisson 
Perhaps the most influential critic of asset protection structures. His litigation work 
and commentary have shaped how courts and planners think about fraudulent 
transfer, alter ego, and bad facts—arguably making the field more sophisticated. 

 

        So who’s “most influential”? 

• Historically: Barry Engel is often cited as the foundational figure. 

• Technically / modern planning evolution: Steven Oshins is arguably at or near the 
top. 

• Intellectual / academic impact: Blattmachr and Nenno. 

• Practical reality check (courts): Adkisson. 

 

Bottom line 

Influence in this field isn’t about one person—it’s a tension between planners pushing 
the envelope and litigators stress-testing those ideas in court. The most impactful 
figures are the ones who changed how both sides think. 

 



If you want, I can rank them specifically by real-world impact on case law, legislation, or 
planning techniques—those rankings actually come out very differently. 

Rank them in all three areas 

Here’s a clean, opinionated ranking across the three lenses you asked for—case law 
impact, legislative influence, and planning innovation. These rankings reflect real-world 
influence, not just reputation. 

 

         1. Impact on Case Law (what actually holds up in court) 

      1. Jay Adkisson 

He’s shaped the battlefield more than anyone. Through litigation, commentary, and 
analysis of cases, he’s influenced how judges view: 

• fraudulent transfer 

• alter ego 

• sham structures 
Even when he’s not counsel, courts and practitioners are reacting to frameworks 
he’s popularized. 

      2. Barry Engel 

Early cases and structures tied to his planning helped define what works vs. fails. His 
influence shows up indirectly in how courts analyze intent and structure. 

      3. Gideon Rothschild 

Offshore structures he helped popularize have been tested in U.S. courts, shaping the 
enforcement landscape. 

4. Steven J. Oshins 

More forward-looking than litigated (by design), but increasingly influencing how courts 
think about modern hybrid structures. 

5. Richard W. Nenno 

More cited in analysis than directly tied to litigation outcomes. 

6. Jonathan Blattmachr 



Massive influence in estate tax cases, but less direct in asset protection litigation. 

 

    2. Legislative Influence (changing the law itself) 

      1. Steven J. Oshins 

This is where he clearly dominates: 

• Nevada’s trust statutes (arguably the most protective in the U.S.) 

• Dynasty trust enhancements 

• Hybrid DAPT conceptual framework influencing drafting trends 
His fingerprints are on modern U.S. trust law evolution. 

      2. Barry Engel 

Pushed early adoption and normalization of asset protection concepts that legislatures 
later codified. 

      3. Richard W. Nenno 

Influenced how jurisdictions compete and draft trust statutes through comparative 
analysis. 

4. Gideon Rothschild 

Indirect influence via offshore jurisdiction development. 

5. Dan Rubin 

Early DAPT advocacy helped states adopt statutes. 

6. Jay Adkisson 

More reactive than legislative—his influence shows up in tightening interpretations rather 
than drafting statutes. 

 

    3. Planning Innovation (what practitioners actually use) 

      1. Steven J. Oshins 

Clear #1 in modern practice: 

• Hybrid DAPTs 



• Advanced dynasty trust layering 

• Decanting + modification strategies 

• Jurisdictional arbitrage (NV vs others) 
He’s driving current cutting-edge planning. 

      2. Barry Engel 

Created much of the original playbook: 

• Offshore trusts 

• Early domestic/offshore combinations 
Without him, the field looks very different. 

      3. Jonathan Blattmachr 

Elite technical innovation (especially tax-driven structures that double as protection tools). 

4. Gideon Rothschild 

Major role in offshore structuring strategies. 

5. Richard W. Nenno 

More of a system optimizer than inventor. 

6. Dan Rubin 

Important early adopter, less cutting-edge today. 

 

        Overall Synthesis (who actually dominates?) 

If you weight all three categories: 

      Most influential overall today: 

Steven J. Oshins 

• #1 in legislation 

• #1 in planning innovation 

• Rising influence in case law (by shaping structures courts will evaluate) 

      Historical foundation: 



Barry Engel 

      Reality check / enforcement influence: 

Jay Adkisson 

 

  Key Insight 

The “most influential” depends on what you value: 

• Want to change the law? → Oshins 

• Want to invent the field? → Engel 

• Want to see what survives attack? → Adkisson 

 

If you want, I can do a “who actually wins in court vs who sounds good in marketing” 
ranking—that’s where things get even more interesting. 

 


